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PREFACE 
 
The purpose of this Technical Paper is to provide policymakers and others with the latest 
information available on numbers and characteristics of people who are moving into and 
out of Rhode Island.  Statewide Planning has presented both domestic and international 
migration data, paying special attention to information that may best provide the most 
comprehensive picture of our state’s ever-changing population. 
 
Rhode Island’ population increased by 44,855 between the last two decennial censuses.  
That number represents much more than the answer to a simple mathematical equation 
that determines the difference between two point-in-time population counts.  It reflects a 
population in a continuous state of flux.  It is made up of people who moved into Rhode 
Island and people who moved out of Rhode Island.  It includes 134,690 births and 96,093 
deaths.  It is a number that represents the ever- changing face of Rhode Island. 
 
Rhode Island continues to expand its population base, albeit slightly, while its geography 
remains static. The impact of this equation as it relates to any number of life–affecting 
issues will reveal consequences to our quality of life and the quality of life of our 
children, our grandchildren, and many generations into the future. 
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