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Update of State Guide Plan 781, Rhode Island Energy Plan 2002 
 
Energy is an important natural resource to the future of our state. The use, conservation, 

management, and production of energy are essential aspects of Rhode Island’s economic prosperity. 
Energy topics also have significant influences in other areas in the planning realm such as land use, 
transportation and housing.  

 
The intent of this task is to create an updated State Guide Plan (SGP) Element. This task was 

previously presented to the Committee and Council in late 2010. Work on the Interim Terrestrial Wind 
Siting Guidelines and participating in the Renewable Energy Siting Partnership of the University of Rhode 
Island Costal Resources Center took precedence over the update however.  

  
The Division of Planning is now pleased to refocus its efforts on this task. A Memorandum of 

Understanding has been created with the Office of Energy Resources of the Department of Administration 
(OER) to undertake this work (see enclosure). In addition, OER will be working with the University of 
Rhode Island Out Reach Center to complete the project.  

 
As part of procedures, responsibilities, and resources agreed upon for the preparation of this Plan 

update, an advisory committee has been formed by OER to guide this work. The Committee represents 
different stakeholders of the energy policy and regulation arenas. The Advisory Committee will meet for 
the first time at the end of this month. The members are detailed on the second page of this supplement. 
Also, the OER staff members, Marion Gold and Chris Kearns, the RI Economic Development Corporation 
staff, Hannah Morini, and the Division of Planning Land Use staff members, Nancy Hess and Paul 
Gonsalves, will serve on a Project Team to oversee the work of URI and the Advisory Committee. 

 
Danny Musher, Project Manager, from the University of Rhode Island Outreach Center will be 

present to give an informational presentation on this task. The presentation will describe the initial scope 
of work, timeline, and outline of the proposed contents of the Update (see enclosure). In addition, pages 
three and four of this supplement provide more detailed information on the scope of work. The final 
content of the Update will evolve through the Advisory Committee meetings. It is anticipated that the 
Update will replace the seven existing energy goals, formulate modern policies and foster new actions 
essential to addressing energy efficiency and system reliability, renewable energy, and petroleum reliance 
reduction.  

 
Procedurally, the OER will forward a recommended preliminary draft plan, as agreed to by the 

Advisory Committee, to the Technical Committee for review. The Update will ultimately go to the State 
Planning Council for public hearing and approval per the SGP approval process. It is anticipated this item 
will return to the Committee in late spring/ early summer of 2013. 
 

If members have any questions before the meeting, please call Nancy Hess, Supervising Land 
Use Planner at 222-6480 or Paul Gonsalves, Senior Land Use Planner at 222-1756. 
 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  None.  Item is informational. 
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