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Purpose:
The Legislative Task Force was established by the General Assembly in 2013 by the respective

bills, House 5425A and Senate 672A. The purpose of the Task Force is to solicit input from
stakeholders with subject matter expertise related to Rhode Island’s wetlands, water resources,
onsite wastewater systems, and the business community.

Legislative Charge:

The Division of Planning in consultation with the Task Force will prepare a report based on
current science and wetland protection needs that assesses the adequacy of wetland
protection in the state, identifies gaps in protection, and recommends statutory or regulatory
changes to protect wetlands statewide.

The primary effort of the Task Force (agreed upon at the organizational meeting on 9.26.13) is
to focus on wetland buffers and setbacks for land disturbances and for impacts from Onsite
Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS) (pollutant impacts via groundwater). Other topics will
be acknowledged and addressed as time allows.

Approach:
The Legislative Task Force will review the topics listed below in order to meet the legislative

charge described above.

e Overview of prior stakeholder processes
e Overview of State and municipal regulatory authorities and frameworks as they relate to
wetland buffers and setbacks for land disturbances and for OWTS including:
0 Overview of current R.l. General Laws for wetlands and OWTS, and
0 Overview of municipal ordinances or regulations.
e Overview of wetland buffers and setbacks of neighboring states.
e Overview of the functions and values of wetlands, the important role of buffers, and
economic benefits that wetlands provide.
e Overview of what an OWTS is and how it works.
e Evaluate the current scientific literature summaries regarding protective wetland
buffers:
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0 Establish a Task Force Subcommittee;
=  Compile relevant literature summaries to be reviewed; and
= Summarize and present findings to the full Task Force.

Note: Evaluation of the literature summaries will be broken into two separate
categories:
one looking at the science of buffers related to land disturbances and protection
of functions and values of different wetland types; and
secondly review the science of buffers related to impacts from OWTS (different
treatment techniques and wetland types will be considered).
e Conduct open discussion of the scientific findings.

Work Products:
1. Proceedings of the Task Force - agendas, meeting notes including recommendations

offered in the Task Force meetings, presentations, technical reports, and scientific literature
presented to the Task Force will be maintained by the Division of Planning. An archive of
materials will be made available on the Division’s website.

2. Final Report - The responsibility for the final report is legislatively charged to the Division
of Planning. The Division of Planning will prepare a Final Report with recommendations that
ensures the protection of the State’s wetland resources while balancing the need for
economic development. The report will be compiled in consultation with the Task Force, the
CRMC and DEM, and submitted to the Legislature by the due date of December 31, 2014.
The final report will include a summary of the discussions and deliberations of the Task
Force during the 2013-14 meetings.
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