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The Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program is established by § 42-11-10, Statewide Planning 

Program, of the Rhode Island General Laws as the central planning agency for Rhode Island. The State 

Planning Council, comprised of state, local, public representatives, and other advisors, guides the work of 

the Program. The objectives of the Program are to:  

 

• prepare Guide Plan Elements for the State 

• coordinate activities of the public and private sectors within the framework of the State Guide Plan 

• assist municipal governments with planning, and  

• advise the Governor and others on physical, social, and economic planning related topics.  

 

This publication is based upon publicly supported research and may not be copyrighted. It may be 

reprinted, in part or full, with credit acknowledged to the Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program, 

Division of Planning. Department of Administration. Copies of this information are also available in a format 

for the physically challenged on the Statewide Planning Program World Wide Web site. 

http://www.planning.ri.gov. For further information contact the Statewide Planning Program, One 

Capitol Hill, Providence, RI, 02908, and (401) 222-7901.  

 

TITLE VI – Nondiscrimination Policy & Compliant Process 

 

The Statewide Planning Program gives public notice that it is the policy of the Program to comply 

with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 Executive Order 12898 

on Environmental Justice, and related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. Title VI 

requires that no person in the United States of America shall, on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national 

origin be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 

discrimination under any program or activity for which the Program receives federal financial assistance. 

Any person who believes he or she has been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice under Title 

VI has a right to file a formal complaint with the Office of Statewide Planning. Any such complaint must be 

in writing and filed with the Statewide Planning Title VI Coordinator within 180 days following the date of 

the alleged discriminatory occurrence. Title VI Discrimination Complaint Forms may be obtained from RI 

Statewide Planning at no cost to the complainant by calling Michael C. Moan, the Title VI Coordinator at 

(401) 222-1236 or at http://www.planning.ri.gov/statewideplanning/transportation/ 
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This is a report on the public hearing and comment period held by the Rhode Island Statewide Planning 

Program (SPP), Division of Planning, Department of Administration, on behalf of the State Planning 

Council (SPC) to consider rescinding 5 State Guide Plan Elements. This Report outlines the attendance at 

the hearing and the public comments received. The written statements submitted are included in the 

Appendix. The hearing was conducted in accordance with the SPC Rules of Procedure. The public 

comment period ran from September 27, 2016 through November 2, 2016.  A public hearing was held on 

Wednesday, November 2, 2016 at 5:30 PM at the Department of Administration William E Powers 

Building, Conference Room A, One Capitol Hill, Providence, Rhode Island 02908. 

 
Notice of the public hearing and opportunity to comment more than thirty days in advance of the 

hearing date on the proposed action was provided by: 

• a posted hearing notice on the RI Secretary of State website 
• posted hearing notices in English and Spanish on the SPP website  
• a direct mailing to about 380 SPP planning and transportation contacts, and 
• an article in the SPP monthly e-newsletter in August 2016.  

 

A copy of the 5 Elements under consideration was available for review in the SPP office at one Capitol Hill 

during regular business hours and on the SPP website. All persons were invited to present their views on 

the draft document in person at the public hearings, through a representative, or by filing a written 

statement with the Secretary of the State Planning Council. Written statements could be mailed or e-

mailed to Parag Agrawal, Associate Director, Division of Planning, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908, 

or submitted at a hearing. 

 
The hearing location was accessible to individuals with disabilities. Any individual with physical or 

sensory impairments requiring assistance for a reasonable accommodation or individuals requiring the 

services of a spoken language interpreter to participate in these hearings were also able to make requests 

for accommodation. There were no requests for accommodations or interpreters. In total, 2 people 

attended the hearing and gave spoken comments. Over the course of the public comment period, 1 

organization submitted written comments.  

I. INTRODUCTION 
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Call to Order - Mr. Rhodes called the hearing scheduled for 5:30 P.M. on November 2, 2016 at the Rhode 

Island Department of Administration to order at 5:32 P.M. 

 
Attendance – Two persons attended the hearing, as well as staff from the Statewide Planning Program 

(SPP). Members of the public included Megan DiPrete, Blackstone Valley Heritage Corridor, Inc. and Don 

Rhodes, RIPTA Riders Alliance. SPP staff in attendance included Jared Rhodes, Chief of Statewide Planning, 

and Nancy Hess, Supervising Land Use Planner. 

 
Opening Statements - Mr. Rhodes explained that in September of 2016, the State Planning Council 

authorized this proposed action for a public hearing. Subsequently, SPP held a 30-day public comment 

period on the proposed action beginning on September 27, 2016. He explained that notice of the hearing 

and opportunity to comment was posted on the Secretary of State website and the SPP webpage in English 

and Spanish more than 30 days in advance of the hearing date. A direct mailing to approximately 380 

planning and transportation contacts was also done. An article explaining the proposed action appeared in 

the SPP monthly electronic e-newsletter in August 2016. A copy of the 5 Elements under consideration was 

available for review in the SPP office at one Capitol Hill and on the SPP website. He further explained that 

this hearing was being held for the purpose of accepting public comment on the proposed action. Mr. 

Rhodes then explained that the hearing would be conducted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure 

adopted by the State Planning Council and the Administrative Procedures Act and that he would first call 

upon Nancy Hess to provide a brief explanation on the purpose of the proposed action 

 
Ms. Hess explained that The SPP has been working to simplify the SGP by consolidating or eliminating older 

plans with content that are no longer current or appropriate. As of this hearing, there were 21 Elements in 

the SGP. This project would reduce the number of SGP Elements to seventeen. The Elements proposed for 

repeal are below.  

 

Element                  Title Date 
110 Goals and Policies Nov-74 
112 Resources Management in the Reuse of Surplus Navy Lands Apr-79 

621 Policy Statement: Proposals for a New or Restructured Public Transit 
Facilities or Service Jan-87 

131 Cultural Heritage and Land Management Plan for the Blackstone River 
Valley National Heritage Corridor Sep-90 

912 Howard Center Master Plan, Phase 1 Oct-94 
 

 

 

II. Public Hearing Proceedings 
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She explained the rational for proposing to rescind the Elements and that the Elements were checked to 

ensure that no goals, policies, or other materials important to on-going work would be lost by the repeal. 

The SPP has contacted known stakeholders to determine if any of the 5 Elements might still have value or 

if there were any objections or concerns to the repeal of the Elements. No objections or concerns were 

received. There was support from the stakeholders contacted to rescind the 5 Elements. 

  
Public Comments - Mr. Rhodes opened the hearing for public comment. The following people spoke: 

 
1) Megan DiPrete, Deputy Director, Blackstone Valley Heritage Corridor, Inc., (BHC) asked that SGP 

Element 131, Cultural Heritage and Land Management Plan for the Blackstone River Valley National 

Heritage Corridor, not be rescinded. She gave a background history of the Corridor and cited 

numerous portions of the Plan which she felt were still very relevant to the current work of the 

BHC. This Element was a key in the establishment of the John. H. Chafee National Historical Park 

in 2014. She stated that the BHC believes the content of Element 131 is still important and urges 

that Element 131 be retained as a vital component of the State Guide Plan. Additionally the BHC, 

urges that the State Planning Council undertake an update of the Element. Following her 

presentation she submitted written comments reiterating the BHC concerns. (Her written 

comments are attached.) 

 
2) Don Rhodes, RIPTA Riders Alliance – spoke to the importance of public transportation to people in 

the State. He had no comments about the proposed action but was present to learn about the 

planning process. He felt that any plans for downtown Providence and Pawtucket should consider 

preserving and extending public transportation based on contemporary needs and data. He 

specifically mentioned the existing use of Kennedy Plaza as a central hub and its importance for 

public transit in Rhode Island. 

 

Mr. Rhodes asked if anyone else wished to be recognized to speak on the proposed action.  There were no 

others present. 

 

Adjournment- Mr. Rhodes thanked everyone for their comments. He stated that the SPP staff would 

document the comments received and provide them to the State Planning Council with a recommendation 

for its consideration in rescinding the Elements. He adjourned the hearing at 5:51 P.M. 
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This report captures what was heard about the proposed action to rescind 5 State Guide Plan 

Elements. There were 2 people representing 2 organizations who submitted verbal comments, and 1 of 
these persons also submitted written comments which are attached in the Appendix. The only formal 
comment received concerning the proposed action was to request that SGP 131, Cultural Heritage and 
Land Management Plan for the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor not be rescinded. There 
were no comments on the other 4 Elements and general support for rescinding these Elements. 
 
 
  

III. Summary of Comments  
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IV. Copy of Public Notices 
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Copy of Public Notices 
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