
PUBLIC NOTICE: INVITATION OF COMMENTS 
 

Pursuant to Section 45-22.2-9(c)(2) of the General Laws of Rhode Island, the Division 
of Planning hereby gives public notice of the invitation of comments from regional and 
state agencies, contiguous communities, and other interested parties regarding the local 
comprehensive plan amendment listed below. 
 

Town of Hopkinton, RI 
2010 Comprehensive Plan 5-Year Update 

ID#: HOP-16-01  
Posted February 23, 2016 

 

Amendment - to address energy production and consumption and 
natural hazards within the Public Services & Facilities and Land Use 
elements of the Comprehensive Plan; in addition, this amendment 
also adds a recommendation to the Recreation, Conservation, and 
Open Space Element to adopt the Langworthy Field Master Plan. 

 
Materials Attached for Review: 

• Strike-through text illustrating the revised language contained within the elements of: 
Public Services & Facilities; Land Use; Recreation, Conservation, and Open Space; 
and the Implementation Schedule. 

• Natural Hazards Map 
 
The comment period for each comprehensive plan document shall extend for thirty days 
from its posted date. All comments should reference the document title and identifier 
number, and should be submitted to: 
 
Benny Bergantino, Senior Planner 
Dept. of Administration 
Div. of Planning 
Statewide Planning Program 
One Capitol Hill 
Providence, RI 02908 
 
Voice (401) 222-1755 
Fax (401) 222-2083 
Benny.Bergantino@doa.ri.gov 
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Time Frame:  4 years 
 

Recommendation 19: 

� Replace the Town’s vehicle fleet with fuel efficient vehicles.  Encourage the purchase 
of alternative fuel vehicles when possible.  

 
Responsibility: Police Department./ & DPW 

Time Frame: On-going 

 

Recommendation 20: 

� Incorporate energy efficiency and sustainability in design of Town Hall renovations.  
 

Responsibility:  Town Manager 
Time Frame:  3 years 

 

 
Policy PSF 8:  Through public awareness and education, encourage residents to reduce their 
energy consumption.  
 

Recommendation 21: 

� Create an energy conservation webpage on the Town’s website with educational 
material about energy efficient home improvements, such as weatherization, energy 
efficient light bulbs, and replacing HVAC systems.  
 

Responsibility:  Town Planner/Building Official/IT Director 
Time Frame: 3 years 

 
Policy PSF 9:  Endorse future land development that is sustainable, energy efficient, and in 
accordance with the Town’s Future Land Use Map.   
 

Recommendation 22: 

� Consider incentives for businesses to utilize energy efficient techniques in new and 
re-development building projects.  
 

Responsibility: Planning Board 

Time Frame: 5 years 

 

Recommendation 23: 

� Continue to iImplement policies and regulations that promote development adjacent 
to I-95 and limit sprawl in order to mitigate the need for expansive energy 
infrastructure.  
 

Responsibility: Planning Board 

Time Frame: On-going 
 

Policy PSF 10:  Encourage renewable energy projects in the private sector.   
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Recommendation 24: 

� Identify and evaluate regulatory/ zoning deterrents of renewable energy projects. 
Adopt regulations that encourage small scale renewable energy installations.  
 

Responsibility: Planning Board 

Time Frame:  3-4 Years 
 

Recommendation 25: 

� Consider expanding the current zoning regulations to allow photovoltaic installations 
in residential districts.  
 

Responsibility: Planning Board 

Time Frame:  3 years  

 

Recommendation 26: 
� Consider a zoning ordinance to permit wind-energy projects in appropriate zoning 

districts.  
 

Responsibility: Planning Board 
Time Frame: 2 years 

 
   

Land Use 

Introduction 

The Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan helps guide the town to its desired vision of 
growth and development.  In Hopkinton, residents value its rural character.  Protecting open spaces 
and conserving natural landscapes help to maintain that quality.  But future growth is important 
and should be guided to protect and enhance the natural and built environments of town. 
 

State Guide Plans 

Since the 2004 Plan, the state has updated its Land Use Guide Plan.  Land Use 2025 establishes 
the State’s vision of future development in the state and offers municipalities guidance in reaching 
these regional goals.  Land Use 2025 focuses on preserving the rural areas of the state by directing 
development in areas already serviced by infrastructure and utilities.  An Urban Services Boundary 
(USB) was delineated “to denote a significant demarcation in urban pattern – the future boundary 
of areas that should be more urban in character versus those that should retain a more rural 
character.”  The USB is considered a general boundary of areas where public services support 
urban development or will through 2025.  These services include public water and sewer as well 
as public transit.  Areas within the USB are called Growth Areas, defined as developed areas where 
maintenance, infill and reuse can accommodate future growth as well as undeveloped areas that 
are suitable for new development.  Growth Centers outside the USB have also been identified as 
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potential areas for future growth, which have either been proposed by Land Use 2025 or identified 
by local communities.  The State encourages communities to identify growth centers that meet the 
overall goals of Land Use 2025 and objectives of communities. 
 
The 2010 Update supports and meets the goals of Land Use 2025.  In Hopkinton, the USB is found 
around the villages of Hope Valley and Wyoming as well as in the southwest portion of town 
across the Pawcatuck River from Potter Hill in Westerly.  These areas are historic mill and industry 
centers and are at a higher density than the rest of town.  The State Guide Plan has deemed the 
village of Hope Valley to be within the Urban Development category of an USB.  Further, the 
State Guide Plan recommends that undeveloped areas within the Urban Development category of 
an USB having site and/or resource constraints, or limited services are more appropriately 
developed at an average density of under one dwelling unit per acre.    Most of the village has 
already been developed under R-1 zoning which originally called for 20,000 square foot minimum 
lot sizes (2.2 units per acre).   
 
The Town has several concerns with increasing development within Hope Valley and Wyoming 
due to poor soils, high water table and sewage issues due to failing septic systems (See Public 
Services and Facilities Element).  Public sewers are not presently available and likely will not be 
available prior to 2025.  Additionally, water service to Hope Valley from the Town of Richmond 
is limited to Spring Street and there are no plans to expand this service.  Due to the lack of adequate 
infrastructure and significant resource constraints, Hope Valley is presently built beyond carrying 
capacity.  Therefore, any future development within these and the other villages of Hopkinton 
should be within the capacity of environmental constraints associated with soils, floodplain and 
wastewater management. 
 
The Exit 1 Development Area Study was an effort by the Town to meet the challenges of 
preserving its rural character while continuing to manage new growth.  Findings showed that 
access from I-95 provided opportunities for new development and existing businesses can become 
the anchor.  As discussed in the Economic Development Element, new manufacturing and office 
businesses have established in the vicinity of Exit 1 and the town sees ample opportunity to build 
on them.  The Study offers new zoning and development guidelines that will create a mixed-use 
village center at the exit that includes affordable housing, recreational activities and a variety of 
mobility options.  Moreover, the town of Hopkinton has committed to an Affordable Housing Plan 
strategy designed to achieve affordable housing units at Exit 1.  In furtherance of this objective, 
the town will develop a Mixed-Use Village ordinance.  Proposed zoning encourages density of 
development in areas where sewer and water service exist or are proposed while protecting open 
space.  In the mixed-use village center, strategies reflect planning practices of New Urbanism and 
Traditional Neighborhood Development to avoid strip commercial development and large-lot 
single family subdivisions.  There is an emphasis on walkable communities with smaller lots. 
 
As the next step, the Town would like to adopt the study and incorporate its land use plan and 
development guidelines into local policy for implementation.  Furthermore, the Town would like 
to undertake a similar effort at Exit 2 and assess the potential for this area to accommodate new 
growth and how to manage it. 
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   Time Frame   

Reference Recommendation Description Responsibility 1-2 Years 3-4 Years 5+ Years On-Going 

Recommendation 23 

Continue to iImplement policies and regulations that promote 
concentrated village development adjacent to I-95 and limit 
sprawl in order to mitigate the need for expansive energy 
infrastructure. 

Planning Board 

    

Recommendation 24 
Identify and evaluate regulatory/zoning deterrents of 
renewable energy projects.  Adopt regulations that 
encourage small scale renewable energy installations. 

Planning Board 
    

Recommendation 25 
Consider expanding the current zoning regulations to allow 
photovoltaic installations in residential districts. 

Planning Board 
    

Recommendation 26 
Consider a zoning ordinance to permit wind-energy 
proectsprojects in appropriate zoning districts. 

Planning Board 
    

Circulation  
    

Recommendation 1 

Work with the RI Department of Transportation (RIDOT) in 
improving the transportation system in Hopkinton, particularly 

along state roads and bridges, to ensure that improvements 
occur in a manner that increases traffic flow and minimizes 
community disruption. 

Public Works Director 

    

Recommendation 2 
Modify subdivision regulations to require connections of 
adjacent subdivisions wherever possible. 

Planning Board 
    

Recommendation 3 

Modify subdivision regulations and Zoning Ordinance to 
require off-site transportation improvements where new 
development places additional burden on the existing 
circulation system. 

Planning Board / Town Council 

    

Recommendation 4 
Continue to update program developed for the identification, 
prioritization and scheduling of preventative road 
maintenance. 

Public Works Director 
    

Recommendation 5 

Develop a system of pedestrian and bicycle trails linking 
major areas in conjunction with RIDEM and neighboring 
communities to provide recreational opportunities and a 
major north/south alternative transportation corridor (See 
Goals and Policies of Recreation, Conservation and Open 
Space Element). 

Recreation Commission 

    

Recommendation 6 
Identify and designate certain roads as scenic and adopt 
appropriate design standards for their protection (See 
Policies of Natural and Cultural Resources Element). 

Conservation Commission 
    

   Time Frame 
  

Reference Recommendation Description Responsibility 
1-2 Years 3-4 Years 5+ Years On-Going 
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