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I.  Introduction 
 
The State Planning Council is developing the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for federal 
fiscal years 2013 – 2016.  Notice of the draft FY 2013 – 2016 TIP and of the opportunity for the public to 
offer comments was provided in the Providence Journal on March 22, 2012.  Direct notice of the draft 
TIP and opportunity to provide comments was also mailed to the Statewide Planning Program’s general 
mailing and transportation specific distribution contact list, which in total includes almost 1,200 
individuals and agencies.  Notice was also provided on Statewide Planning Program’s website.   
 
Two public hearings were held on April 26, 2012.  The first hearing occurred at 2:00 p.m. and the second 
hearing at 6:30 p.m.  The larger public comment period for the TIP was open for 68 days, from March 
22, 2012 to May 29, 2012.  All written comments received during the public comment period are 
included in this report as is a summary of the oral comments received at the two public hearings.  This 
report prepared by Statewide Planning along with assistance from the Rhode Island Department of 
Transportation (RIDOT) and the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA).    
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II. Comment Summary & Responses 

 

Name TIP Reference Comment Response 

Comments Received on the TIP Tables 

Barney Heath,   
City of Pawtucket 

Pavement 
Management     

Questioned if the Mineral Spring Avenue (1R), Pawtucket project 
should be included under the FY 2013 – 2016 TIP’s Pavement 
Management Program. 

The project is listed in the FY 2009 - 2012 TIP and is scheduled for 
implementation under the FY 2012 program however it can be 
implemented in FY 2013 if necessary. Therefore the project does 
not need to be listed in the FY 2013-2016 TIP. 

James Moran,   
City of East Providence 

Study & 
Development  

Requested that the Draft TIP be amended to include the I-195 
Taunton Avenue/Warren Avenue Interchange Improvement project.  
Explained that due to a misunderstanding, the City believed that they 
did not have to reprioritize this project since it was included in the 
Current Transportation Improvement Program Projects to be 
Prioritized by RIDOT. 

The project will be recommended to the TAC for inclusion in the 
Study & Development program. 

Peter Brassard, 
public citizen 

Transit 

Requested that there be consideration in the TIP or in future studies 
to include multiple urban infill commuter rail stations in Rhode 
Island, similar to platform commuter stations in Long Island, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut. Suggested Olneyville Square in Providence 
as a likely first location as it is characterized by high density 
development and elevated bus ridership/service.  Also suggested 
conducting a study to provide direct streetcar service from the 
Providence Train Station to Downtown Providence and for future 
service expansion opportunities in the nearby communities.  

RIDOT is currently studying expansion of the current commuter rail 
service between Providence and Wickford Junction, including in-fill 
stations. Alternate operating scenarios are being evaluated. Land 
use and potential transit oriented development adjacent to station 
sites are also being considered. In addition, RIPTA and the City of 
Providence are studying the potential for a street car service in 
Providence to better connect the neighborhoods of College Hill, 
Downtown, Jewelry District, and Hospital area/Upper South 
Providence.  Particular consideration is being made to connect the 
Providence Train Station with the proposed street car service into 
Downtown Providence and other stops along the route.    

Michael DeLuca,        
Town of Narragansett 

Pavement 
Management       
(Page 10) 

Requested that the South Pier Road, Narragansett project include a 
full road reconstruction as originally requested by the Town and not 
for a simple cold plane overlay as recommended through the 
subcommittee process.  Stated that there is no base under South Pier 
Road, therefore a cold plane overlay or repaving are not really an 
option.   

The South Pier Road, Narragansett project will be evaluated by 
RIDOT and the most appropriate treatment for this roadway will be 
determined. 
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Name TIP Reference Comment Response 

Vin Murray,    
Town of South 
Kingstown 

Highway/ADA 
(Appendix C-1) 

Asked if the Route 108 (Kingstown Road)/Old Tower Hill Road, South 
Kingstown project involves inclusion of sidewalks, plantings, and 
other amenities.  

The Kingstown Road/Old Tower Hill Road rehabilitation project will 
include sidewalks, curb ramps, detectable warning surfaces, 
accessible pedestrian signals (APS) at crosswalks.  However no 
plantings or other amenities are planned at this time.  

 

Highway/ADA 
(Appendix C-1) 

Inquired about the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities (GCD) 
project prioritization process and how it relates to the finalization of 
the TIP. 

Criteria are currently being developed to prioritize the Governor's 
Commission on Disabilities ADA projects.  RIDOT is committed to 
working with the GCD in prioritizing projects for construction.   

Study & 
Development 
Bike/Pedestrian, 
(Appendix D-1) 

Expressed support for the URI/South County Bike Path Connector 
project submitted by the University of Rhode Island and the William 
C. O’Neill Bike Path Extension project submitted by the Town of 
Narragansett.  Both projects will improve walking and biking, as well 
promote safe, attractive, and efficient street design in the area.    

Comments noted. 

Edward Tanner, 
Town of Bristol 

Pavement 
Management 
Unprogrammed 
(Appendix F-1)  

Expressed concern that the Route 114/Hope Street, Bristol/Warren 
project segment, from Ferry Road to Constitution Street, is a 
recommended but unprogrammed project for future years.  
Expressed the desire for this shorter unprogrammed segment be 
incorporated into the funded segment of the larger project. 

The shorter segment of the project will remain recommended but 
unprogrammed in future years due to funding limitations.    

Thomas Mann, 
Pawtucket Foundation 
 

Study & 
Development         
(not recommended) 

Requested the TAC give particular attention and priority to the 
following two projects out of the Pawtucket Downtown Design Plan, 
2011 that were not recommended for inclusion in the TIP: 

RIDOT will coordinate with the City of Pawtucket on any future 
plans for these intersections which will be assessed by necessity as 
part of the other downtown Pawtucket initiatives that are 
recommended for funding in the TIP.   

Study & 
Development         
(not recommended) 

(1) Division Street / Pleasant Street / Pawtucket Avenue Intersection 
The City of Pawtucket ranked this project as their 10th priority out 
of 14 projects in need of prioritization.  Given the limited resources, 
funding was recommended for the City’s higher priority projects.   

Study & 
Development         
(not recommended) 

(2) East Avenue Extension Conversion 
The City of Pawtucket ranked this project as their 8th priority out of 
14 projects in need of prioritization.  Given the limited resources, 
funding was recommended for the City’s higher priority projects. 
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Name TIP Reference Comment Response 

Lorri Caruso, 
Town of Johnston 
 

Study & 
Development         
(not recommended) 

Stated that the Town of Johnston in retrospect would like to see the 
Atwood Avenue/Route 6A project listed in the TIP.  Acknowledged 
that the Town did not recommend it for reprioritization however 
would like to see it back on the TIP. 

RIDOT reviewed the original project application from 2000 and is not 
recommending inclusion in the FY 2013-2016 TIP given the acceptable 
condition of the road surface and the limited right-of-way width.   

Traffic Safety    
(Appendix E-2) 

Stated that the Town recommends against inclusion of the project 
Hazard Elimination – North (C-3) PTS ID#0071R at Hartford and 
Bishop Hill.  The Town does not see the need or benefit for a 
crossing in this location as there are no sidewalks or buildings along 
this stretch of the highway. 

RIDOT believes that pedestrian signalization is important to promote 
ease of access in this location. 

Traffic Safety    
(Appendix E-2) 

Town of Johnston recommended against inclusion of the Hazard 
Elimination – North (C-3) PTS ID#0071R at Hartford Avenue and 
Hopkins.  Stated that this location also has very little use or benefit 
for a crossing. 

RIDOT believes that pedestrian signalization is important to promote 
ease of access in this location. 

Eugenia Marks, 
Audubon Society of 
RI & Coalition for 
Transportation 
Choices 

Transit – Fixed 
(Appendix A-30) 

Expressed support for the projects that improve transit connections 
through the Blackstone Valley into the Boston area which would 
also help the Rhode Island economy.  Requested that the TAC pay 
particular attention to the needs of transit users, pedestrians, and 
cyclists, in the larger context of the economy and public health 
when reviewing future TIP amendments. 

Comments noted. 

Grant Dulgarian,    
public citizen 

Bridge                        
(Page 3) 

Kingston Road Bridge No. 403, over I-95 in Richmond.  Questioned if 
this should be categorized under the Interstate program instead of 
the Bridge program.    

The RIDOT Bridge Division is responsible for assessing and maintaining 
the condition of all state owned bridges, therefore this project falls 
within the Bridge program of the TIP. 

Interstate                
(Page 7) 

Suggested that the Traffic Management Center install variable 
message signs displaying estimated travel times just before major 
highway entrance ramps instead of on the highways to assist drivers 
make proactive decisions to utilize alternative routes as a means to 
reduce added traffic congestion on the highway.  Also requested the 
current number of large variable message signs in Rhode Island. 

The RIDOT has an architecture deployment plan that strategically 
identifies the phased installation according to available funding of 
highway infrastructure particularly highway signage.  RIDOT and local 
police departments also have the ability to locate portable variable 
message signs (VMS) on highway on-ramps in instances when 
diversionary routes are needed.  There are currently 15 large overhead 
dynamic message signs (DMS) on Rhode Island's highways.  In addition 
there are more than 20 smaller VMS set to the side of the road.   
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Name TIP Reference Comment Response 

Grant Dulgarian,    
public citizen 
 

Major Projects                
(Page 7) 

Providence Pedestrian Bridge.  Questioned if an economic 
development analysis indicated that construction of this bridge 
makes sense.  Referenced a RISD design studio that offered 
recommended land uses and bridge connection options including 
aligning the bridge along Dorrance Street and Wickenden Street.   

The Providence Pedestrian Bridge construction is a priority project for 
the City of Providence and presents a unique opportunity to re-use 
the existing piers from the original I-195 bridge. 

Enhancement 
Program         
(Appendix B-1) 

Station Park Enhancements, Providence.  Questioned where the $5 
million was coming from for improvements at the Providence Rail 
Station that was referenced in a recent Providence Journal article. 

RIDOT currently is evaluating all funding options to fund the 
immediate improvements over and above the $1.2 million listed for 
site improvements at Providence Station under the TIP's 
Enhancement Program.   

Enhancement 
Program         
(Appendix B-1) 

India Point Power Lines.  Asked if the burial of the India Point power 
lines was going to occur as he believed the funding was already 
identified.   

A total of $600,000 in Transportation Enhancement Future funding is 
provided ($300,000 each in the cities of Providence and East 
Providence) in the FY 2013-2016 TIP. The total cost to relocate the 
transmission lines underground is estimated at approximately $22 
million. The bulk of the funding and management of the project is 
subject to proceedings between National Grid, the Attorney 
General’s Office, and the Public Utilities Commission.    

Highway/ADA, 
Sidewalks           
(Appendix C-1) 

South Main Street.  Suggested that the line item indicate 
North/South Main Street, rather than just South Main Street.   

Comment noted, project will be listed as, ADA Improvements to 
South/North Main Streets. 

Study & 
Development 
(Appendix D-2) 

Roger Williams Avenue. Suggested that it seems appropriate to 
revisit the proposed project.   

The Roger Williams Avenue project is being studied as part of the 
Study & Development Program. 

Traffic Safety 
(Appendix E-3) 

Providence, Allens Avenue.  Asked to be provided with additional 
information on the project.    

This arterial project will improve travel efficiency by coordinating the 
operation of adjacent signals. Detailed information on this project 
may be obtained by contacting the RIDOT Traffic Safety section. 

Highway/ADA 
(Appendix F-2) 

Route 1 Coronado to Route 1A.  Questioned the limits of the 
project, north or south on Post Road.   

The project limits are from the intersection of Route 1 to the Amtrak 
bridge, and call for adding a right-turn lane southbound on Post Road 
at its intersection with Coronado Road. 
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Name TIP Reference Comment Response 

J. Vernon Wyman, 
University of Rhode 
Island 

Bike/Pedestrian 
Study & 
Development 
(Appendix D-1) 

Expressed appreciation for the TAC’s consideration of the URI/South 
County Bike Path Connector and Extension project.  Requested that 
the project retain its high priority designation in the final FY 2013 – 
2016 TIP.    

Comments noted.   

David W. Schweid,       
Town of Exeter 

Traffic Safety  
(Appendix E-1) 

Expressed gratification that the Town’s application for the Route 3 
and Route 102 South – Intersection Improvements has been 
recommended for funding in the draft TIP.   

Comments noted.  

Richard Grant, 
public citizen  

 

Study & 
Development         
(not recommended) 

Requested a transportation design study be conducted for the 
University of Rhode Island, South Kingstown’s Kingston Village, and 
the South County area.   
 

The recommendations of the Route 138/URI Comprehensive 
Transportation Design Study will be coming to fruition in the 2013 
scheduled reconstruction of Rout 138 from Route 2 to Route 108.  
Improvements include full pavement reconstruction, installation of 
sidewalks and curbing, traffic signal upgrades, and other traffic 
calming measures.  Detailed information on this project may be 
obtained by contacting the RIDOT Highway Design section.    

Transit – Fixed 
(page 13) 

Stated that a transportation center is needed at the Kingston Train  
Station and for it to connect to the University of Rhode Island.   

RIDOT is reviewing options for potential improvements / expansion at 
the current station.  Also the draft TIP includes the URI/South County 
Bike Path Connector which will provide a better link between URI and 
the Kingston Train Station.   

Michael Embury, 
Town of North 
Kingstown 

Bike & Pedestrian 
(not recommended) 

Belleville House to Wickford Village Sidewalks – Requested that the 
project be reconsidered for inclusion in the TIP.  Provided 
clarification that the application proposed new sidewalks only for a 
segment of Tower Hill Road and that the existing sidewalks along 
the southern side of Phillips Street be reconstructed.     

Despite the confusion over the scope of the project, the historic, 
coastal, drainage, and grading issues significantly drive up the cost of 
construction required to complete this project.  Given the limited 
funding resources and anticipated high cost of construction the 
project is not recommended for inclusion in the TIP.  

Pavement 
Management 
(not recommended) 

West Main Street 1R – Requested that the project be reconsidered 
for inclusion in the TIP based on the following: incorrectly grouped 
into the Main Street and Reynolds Street Enhancement projects, 
clarification that drainage improvements were not requested, 
recommendation that project should be reclassified as a 1R, and 
poor pavement conditions.    

The subcommittee’s review of West Main Street was isolated from 
the Main Street and Reynolds Street Enhancement projects as these 
projects were recently completed.  Based on limited funding 
resources, RIDOT’s high estimated construction costs, sufficient 
pavement condition, and RIDOT’s recently completed projects in the 
Wickford area the project is not recommended for inclusion in the 
TIP.   

Recommended 
Unprogrammed  
(Appendix F-2) 

Post Road – Requested that the project be reconsidered for funding 
in the TIP and not under recommended unprogrammed projects.  
The key reason being to better coordinate with the Town’s sewer 
project with anticipated phase II completion by spring 2015. 

The project has been included for $3 million in funding under the 
Pavement Management Program. 
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Name TIP Reference Comment Response 

Comments Received on the TIP Narrative Text 

Eugenia Marks, 
Audubon Society of RI & 
Coalition for 
Transportation Choices 

Page 22 

Stated that the draft TIP represents a fairly balanced support to 
alternative modes of transportation despite the large percentage 
dedicated to funding highways. Promoted the health and economic 
benefits of using alternative modes of transportation. 

Comments noted.   

Grant Dulgarian,   
public citizen 
 

Page 7 

Last bullet, would like to see traffic signal elimination added to the 
list of funded roadway maintenance essentials.  Also would like to 
see reference of implementing maintenance free landscaping. 

Traffic signal elimination is not considered an essential roadway 
maintenance activity and therefore will not be referenced.  In an effort to 
reduce routine maintenance expenses RIDOT always utilizes low and 
often maintenance free landscaping in its projects. 

Page 8 
Supports extending the validity of Rhode Island driver licenses 
beyond the current 5-year term.  The option to renew driver 
licenses by mail should also be provided by the RIDMV. 

Driver licenses are issued by the RIDMV and are not related to the TIP.  As 
an aside, the RIDMV recently instituted the option to renew driver 
licenses online for added user convenience. 

Page 8 
Supports the consideration of tolls on I-95/I-195 in the East 
Providence/Providence area where the major transportation 
infrastructure investments have been made in recent years. 

RIDOT has examined tolling on I-95 in Providence. This option is not being 
pursued at this time due to the adverse impacts of traffic diversion on 
local streets. 

Page 30 
Questioned if tolls were added to the Sakonnet River Bridge would 
Rhode Island still be able to receive federal funds to support the 
bridge. 

Yes. However, there would be no need for federal funding because toll 
revenues would cover bridge maintenance needs. 

Page 45 
Table 10.  Requested that the municipalities for the listed projects 
be added to the table, specifically for Improvements to Hope Street.  
Would like to know what town that project is located.   

Municipalities will be added to the table.   

Page 50 
Stated that there should be added reference for the preservation of 
abandoned railway corridors especially where bike paths are to be 
built as we do not want to lose the rail corridor.   

The categories of activities and projects eligible for federal Transportation 
Enhancement funding under SAFETEA-LU cannot be changed. 

Page 50 
Stated that a reference should be added regarding the control of 
outdoor advertising and billboards, especially along the national 
highway system. 

The categories of activities and projects eligible for federal Transportation 
Enhancement funding under SAFETEA-LU cannot be changed. 

Page 57 
Stated that he would like to see a list of locations where traffic 
signals have been synchronized under the Planning section.    

This information may be obtained by contacting the RIDOT Traffic Safety 
section. 

Page 65 
Transit Service Initiatives.  Stated that he believes RIPTA’s increased 
service to Miriam Hospital will fail when there is an abundance of 
free parking provided by the hospital.   

It is beyond the purview of the TIP and RIPTA to determine parking at a 
private institution.  However in an effort to increase ridership on this 
poorly performing route, RIPTA worked directly with Miriam Hospital and 
now provides service to the hospital's front door.  Previously the closest 
bus stop was a quarter of a mile away from the hospital.  According to 
RIPTA, ridership performance continues to be very low on this route and 
will be eliminated in the near future.  Further information regarding 
RIPTA's service activities may be obtained by contacting RIPTA directly. 
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III.  Public Hearing Procedures & Presentation 
The following procedural overview and informational presentation were provided at both the 2:00 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. public hearings: 
 

A. Public Hearing Procedures 
Mr. Rhodes explained that Ms. Linsey Callaghan, Supervising Planner of the Rhode Island 
Statewide Planning Program, would first provide an informational presentation on the 
development process for the draft FY2013 – 2016 TIP to date.   
 
B. Statewide Planning Presentation 
Ms. Callaghan provided a PowerPoint presentation on the development and content of the draft 
TIP.  Ms. Callaghan stated the following during her presentation:  
 
Two public hearings are being held today to accept comments on the State of Rhode Island’s 
Draft Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Federal Fiscal Years (FFY) 2013 – 2016.  
 
The TIP, is a four year program that directs over $1.2 billion in federal and state transportation 
infrastructure investment in the State of Rhode Island.  The Statewide Planning Program, in 
conjunction with the RI Department of Transportation (RIDOT) and the Rhode Island Public 
Transit Authority (RIPTA), is responsible for developing the TIP which is approved by the State 
Planning Council.  The TIP supports implementation of the surface transportation element of the 
State Guide Plan, and is updated every four years in accordance with federal regulations and the 
State Planning Council’s rules.   
 
Upon approval, the TIP will cover FFY 2013 to 2016, which is October 1, 2012 to September 30, 
2016.  A full project solicitation was undertaken for this TIP.  
 
The process of developing the Draft TIP began in August 2011 and included a public notice and 
project solicitation to all Rhode Island cities and towns, the Narragansett Indian Tribe, 
transportation service and facility operators, several state and quasi-state agencies, and over 
2,000 additional interested parties.  Public notice was provided in the Providence Journal on 
August 22, 2011 regarding the opportunity for local officials and the public to propose projects.   
 
Municipalities were required to hold public hearings prior to application submittal regarding the 
selection of their local projects.  Documents and notice for the TIP were posted on Statewide 
Planning’s website.  Two public informational workshops were held the first week of October 
2011 to assist potential applicants with the TIP application process.   All proposals were required 
to be presented at one of four regional public hearings conducted by the TAC in early November 
2011. 
 
Given the funding constraints we are currently facing the number of projects that can enter the 
TIP is limited.  Municipalities were asked to review the projects listed in the 2009 – 2012 TIP that 
would not be completed by 2013 and to identify projects still relevant to their transportation 
goals that they would like to see carried forward into the 2013 – 2016 TIP.  In total over 200 
reprioritized projects and 111 new projects were submitted.  
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The TAC divided up into several subcommittees to evaluate, score, and rank the proposed 
projects.  Staff from Statewide Planning and RIDOT provided technical input and organizational 
assistance to the subcommittees.  The final result of the effort was a list of projects 
recommended for inclusion in the TIP. 
 
Summary reports clearly outlining the project selection process and the final recommendations 
of the subcommittees were produced.  Several categories of the TIP did not utilize the 
subcommittee approach and were ranked and scored by RIDOT staff, including Bridge, Traffic 
Safety, and Interstate.  These categories of funding utilize specific engineering and safety criteria 
and offer very little flexibility in qualifying projects for funding.   
  
Statewide Planning, RIDOT, and RIDEM worked with VHB to ensure the draft TIP was in 
conformance with the federal Clean Air Act.  The results indicate that the air quality emissions 
will be below the Rhode Island State Implementation Plan (SIP) emission budgets. 
 
Surface transportation in Rhode Island is supported by federal funding assistance from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT), primarily from the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). These federal funds must be matched in 
varying amounts with state funds, generally in a ratio of 80 percent federal and 20 percent state.   
 
The TIP is a fiscally constrained document.  For this TIP funding resources are severely limited and 
the State of Rhode Island is under unprecedented financial constraints, as are many others.  
Funding for the 2013 – 2016 TIP is $40 million less than the previous TIP, however this does not 
include any of the federal stimulus funds or federal discretionary awards to Rhode Island since 
2008 when the 2009 – 2012 TIP was adopted.   
 
Funding allocation for the TIP by transportation mode:  The current draft designates 23 percent 
of its resources to alternate modes of transportation including rail, bus, and bicycle/pedestrian.   
 
This TIP focuses on system preservation, meaning mostly preserving and maintaining our existing 
infrastructure.  System expansion accounts for just 3 percent of the entire TIP.  In contrast, 
system preservation activities comprise 55 percent of the TIP total, compared with 41 percent in 
the FY 2009-2012 TIP.  This shift toward preservation reflects the conservative trend in Rhode 
Island transportation infrastructure planning, which focuses limited resources on preserving and 
maintaining the existing road and bridge network. 
 
System expansion in the TIP is only found in bike/pedestrian projects and transit projects. The FY 
2013-2016 TIP includes $42 million in system expansion funding, with $37 million allocated to 
bike/pedestrian projects.  And almost $5 million allocated to bus.   
 
The FY 2013 – 2016 TIP funding levels by program are fairly similar to FY 2009 – 2012 TIP levels 
according to percent allocation except for the major projects program which is notably less now 
that most of the work for the I-195 relocation project is complete.   
 
RIDOT staff compiled the full fiscally constrained TIP tables, with the associated appendices for 
review.  This separates the federal, state, and other funding allocations out per project in the 
tables, which is new and provides much more added transparency. 
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Statewide Planning, with assistance from RIDOT and RIPTA, composed the text to accompany the 
TIP tables, which together constitutes the full TIP.   
  
This year, a new feature to the TIP included detailed project status report titled, Preliminary 
Project Recommendations – FY 2013 – 2016 TIP, for all of the projects both old and new, funded 
and those not funded, and is sorted by municipality.  This is very useful to municipalities and the 
public as it will provide an easy reference to see whether the projects they requested were 
recommended for funding and what additional projects were proposed in their communities over 
the course of the review process. 
 
The 30 day notice of today’s public hearing and of the opportunity to submit comments was 
published in the Providence Journal on March 22, 2012 with subsequent distribution to 
Statewide Planning Program’s general mailing and transportation specific distribution mailing list, 
which in total is to almost 1,200 individuals, as well as posting on the Statewide Planning 
Program website.   
 
The public comment period for the TIP is open until 4:00 p.m. on May 29, 2012.  All comments 
must be received prior to the close of the public comment period. 
 
Comments made at today’s public hearings, as well as written comments received during the 
public comment period will be summarized in a public hearing report prepared by Statewide 
Planning along with assistance from RIDOT and  RIPTA.  

 
The Transportation Advisory Committee will review the public hearing report at their May 31, 
2012 meeting.  This meeting will also offer the TAC the opportunity to consider the public’s 
comments and make any recommended revisions to the draft TIP.  The TAC will meet again on 
June 28, 2012 to review changes to the TIP as presented in a finalized version.  The TAC is also 
expected to make their final recommendation to the State Planning Council regarding the FY 
2013 – 2016 Draft TIP at this June meeting.   
  
The State Planning Council is currently scheduled to act on the Draft TIP at their July 12, 2012 
meeting. 
 
The Draft TIP is available at  www.planning.ri.gov/misc/TIP2013.htm , as well as all other 
materials mentioned. 
 
C. Public Hearing Procedures for Speakers 
Mr. Rhodes stated that the hearings will be conducted as follows: 

 The public hearing will be conducted in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act.   

 Anyone who wishes to speak should fill out the forms available at the door.  Comments will 
be received in the order in which they registered and after the customary recognition of 
elected officials. 

 To ensure that all who wish to speak may have an opportunity, each speaker will be limited 
to an initial presentation of five minutes. 

 After all who wish to speak have had an initial opportunity, those wishing to make 
supplemental statements will be recognized. 

http://www.planning.ri.gov/misc/TIP2013.htm
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 Mr. Rhodes asked if there were any elected officials who wished to make comments.  Since 
there were none, he asked the first registered speaker to begin. 

 
IV.  First Public Hearing - April 26, 2012, 2:00 p.m.  

A.   Attendance  
Speakers (for public comment) 
Mr. Barney Heath, City of Pawtucket 
Mr. Jim Moran, City of East Providence 
Mr. Michael DeLuca, Town of Narragansett 
Mr. Vin Murray, Town of South Kingstown 
Mr. Edward Tanner, Town of Bristol 
Mr. Peter Brassard, public citizen 
 
TAC Members Present 
Ms. Fran Shocket, Chair, Public Member 
Ms. Melanie Army, City of Providence 
Mr. Alan Brodd, Town of Cumberland 
Mr. George Monaghan, RI Consulting Engineers 
Mr. Mark Therrien, RIPTA 
Mr. Barry Schiller, RI Sierra Club 
Mr. Robert Shawver, RIDOT 
Mr. Henry Sherlock, Construction Industries of RI 
 
Others in Attendance 
Ms. Barbara Breslin, Federal Highway Administration 
Ms. Meredith Brady, RIDOT 
Mr. David Fish, RIDOT 
Ms. Amy Thibeault, RIDOT 
Ms. Karen DiLauro, RI Dept. of Admin., Budget Office 
Mr. Maarten Hoogeboom, RI Housing 
Ms. Laura Sullivan, University of RI 
Mr. Steve Baker, Maguire Group 
Mr. Joseph Giordano, Gordon Archibald, Inc 
Mr. Arthur Putt, public citizen 
 
Statewide Planning Staff Present 
Mr. Kevin Flynn, Associate Director 
Mr. Jared Rhodes, Chief 
Ms. Linsey Callaghan, Supervising Planner 
Mr. Michael Moan, Principal Planner 
Ms. Ronnie Sirota, Principal Planner 
Mr. Walter Slocomb, Principal Planner 

 
B. Call to Order - April 26, 2012 – 2:00 p.m. Public Hearing 
 

Mr. Jared Rhodes, Chief of the Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program, called the April 26, 
2012 2:00 p.m.  public hearing to order at 2:11 p.m.  While the 2:00 p.m. hearing was not an 
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official meeting of the TAC, there were numerous members attending who were introduced by 
Mr. Jared Rhodes (see TAC member attendance listed above).   

 
C. Public Comment Summary – April 26, 2012, 2:00 p.m. Public Hearing 

1. Barney Heath, Assistant Director of Planning and Redevelopment, City of Pawtucket  

 Thanked the TAC for the helpful, understandable Draft TIP.  

 Expressed satisfaction that nine (9) out of fourteen (14) projects submitted by the City of 
Pawtucket were recommended for inclusion in the TIP.  He stated that he was overall 
very pleased.   

 Stated that a number of Pawtucket’s projects came out of the Pawtucket Downtown 
Design Plan completed in 2011.   

 Pleased to see that the Main Street to two-way traffic conversion project was included in 
the TIP’s Study and Development program.  Added that Pawtucket will continue to 
pursue this project to hopefully advance it further. 

 Stated that Pawtucket’s Mineral Spring Avenue (1R) project listed on Page 42 under the 
Pavement Management Program in the Preliminary Project Recommendations – FY 2013 
– 2016 TIP is listed for FY 2012 construction. Questioned if the project should be listed 
under the FY 2013 – 2016 TIP’s Pavement Management Program, and if the omission was 
an oversight.   
 

2. James Moran, Principal Planner, City of East Providence (written comments dated April 2, 
2012 also provided) 

 Requested that the Draft TIP be amended to include the I-195 Taunton Avenue/Warren 
Avenue Interchange Improvement project.   

 Explained that due to a misunderstanding, the City believed that they did not have to 
reprioritize this project since it was included in the Current Transportation Improvement 
Program Projects to be Prioritized by RIDOT.  

 Stated that the City provided a letter to Ms. Callaghan regarding the omission of the 
project in the TIP and that RIDOT has been made aware of the situation.    

 Stated that the project will contribute significant economic and transportation benefits 
critical to East Providence’s waterfront.    

 
3. Peter Brassard, public citizen (written comments dated May 21, 2012 also provided) 

 Requested that there be consideration in this TIP or in the future to include multiple 
urban infill commuter rail stations in Rhode Island similar to platform commuter stations 
in Long Island, New Jersey, and Connecticut.   

 Suggested Olneyville Square in Providence as a likely first location towards developing 
such commuter rail stations in Rhode Island that are characterized by high density and 
elevated bus ridership/service.   
 

   4.   Michael DeLuca, Planning Director, Town of Narragansett 

 Complemented staff on the TIP development process and overall understandability of 
the draft materials presented.  He also stated that he appreciated the subcommittee 
reports. 

 Thanked the subcommittees for selecting two (2) out of the three (3) TIP Enhancement 
projects for Narragansett, those being the pedestrian improvements in the Narragansett 
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Pier area and the extension of the William C. O’Neill Bikeway from the elementary school 
to the Narragansett Town Beach. 

 Requested that the South Pier Road project listed under the TIP’s Pavement 
Management program include a full road reconstruction as originally requested by the 
Town and not just a simple cold plane overlay as recommended through the 
subcommittee process.  Stated that there is no base under South Pier Road, therefore a 
cold plane overlay or repaving is not really an option.  The one mile span of South Pier 
Road requested for reconstruction also needs drainage improvements and sidewalk 
work.  Added that the Town recently reconstructed 1,400 ft. of South Pier Road from 
Boon Street to Ocean Road and therefore feels comfortable with the cost estimate 
provided of $1.5 million to reconstruct the other segment of the road.    

 
   5.     Mr. Vin Murray, Planning Director, Town of South Kingstown (written comments dated 

May 29, 2012 also provided) 

 Stated that he was pleased to see the TIP’s funding efforts directed towards system 
preservation.   

 Pleased to see that High Street in South Kingstown is included in the TIP’s Pavement 
Management program since the project is highly anticipated by the community. 

 Expressed satisfaction that four (4) out of the six (6) South Kingstown projects have been 
recommended for inclusion in the TIP.   

 Offered gratitude that the URI/South County Bike Path Connector and Kingston Station 
Rehabilitation projects, located in South Kingstown, but not projects submitted by the 
Town, were included in the draft TIP.   

 Asked if the Route 108 (Kingstown Road) / Old Tower Hill Road project listed under the 
TIP’s Highway program included sidewalks, plantings, and other amenities.  He also 
inquired about the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities project prioritization process 
and how it relates to the finalization of the TIP. 

 Expressed support for the URI/South County Bike Path Connector project submitted by 
the University of Rhode Island and the William C. O’Neill Bike Path Extension project 
submitted by the Town of Narragansett.  Both projects will improve walking and biking, 
as well promote safe, attractive, and efficient street design in the area.    
 

6. Mr. Edward Tanner, Principal Planner, Town of Bristol 

 Stated that Bristol’s top priority project is the completion of Route 114, Hope Street / 
Main Street from Dyer Avenue (Warren) to Washington Street (Bristol) listed under the 
TIP’s Pavement Management program (Appendix A, page A-18).  This project is currently 
in active construction.  Expressed concern that the other segment of the Route 
114/Hope Street project, from Ferry Road to Constitution Street, is recommended for 
the TIP’s Future years (Appendix F, page F-1) under unprogrammed projects.  Voiced the 
desire for this shorter segment of Route 114 to be incorporated into the funded 
segment of the project, as the Town views this as one project.   

 
D.   Public Hearing Conclusion 
Mr. Rhodes asked if there were any other comments.  Since there were none, Mr. Rhodes 
formally closed the hearing at 2:38 p.m.  Mr. Rhodes thanked the people for taking the time to 
come to the public hearing.  He stated that the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) will 
meet this evening and hold an additional public hearing.  Staff will compile all comments 
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received into a public hearing report that will provide responses to the issues raised.  He added 
that the report will be distributed to the TAC, the Technical Committee, and the State Planning 
Council as the TIP moves towards adoption.    

 

V. Second Public Hearing - April 26, 2012, 6:30 p.m.  
A.  Attendance  

Speakers (for public comment) 
Mr. Thomas Mann, Pawtucket Foundation 
Ms. Eugenia Marks, Audubon Society of RI; Coalition for Transportation Choices 
Ms. Lorri Caruso, Town of Johnston 
Mr. Grant Dulgarian, Ecology Action for RI 

 
TAC Members Present 
Ms. Fran Shocket, Chair, Public Member 
Ms. Melanie Jewett Army, City of Providence 
Mr. Alan Brodd, Town of Cumberland 
Mr. Russ Chateauneuf, RI Dept. of Environmental Management 
Mr. Michael Cassidy, Public Member 
Ms. Elaine Colarusso, Town of East Greenwich 
Dr. Judith Drew, Governor’s Commission on Disabilities 
Mr. George Monaghan, RI Consulting Engineers 
Ms. Pam Sherrill, RI Chapter, American Planning Association 
Mr. Barry Schiller, RI Sierra Club 
Mr. Robert Shawver, RIDOT 
Mr. Henry Sherlock, Construction Industries of RI 
Ms. Jane Sherman, Public Member 
Mr. Everett Stuart, RI Association of Railroad Passengers 
Mr. Mark Therrien, RIPTA 
Mr. Michael Walker, RI Economic Development Corporation 
Mr. Robert Vanderslice, RI Dept. of Health 
 
Others in Attendance 
Ms. Barbara Breslin, Federal Highway Administration 
Ms. Meredith Brady, RIDOT 
Ms. Lorri Caruso, Town of Johnston 
Mr. James Lamphere, Town of Hopkinton 
Ms. Joelle Kanter, Providence Foundation 
Mr. Dennis Langley, Urban League of RI 
Mr. Jason Zogg, public citizen 
Mr. Kenneth Gould, public citizen 
 
Statewide Planning Staff Present 
Mr. Kevin Flynn, Associate Director 
Mr. Jared Rhodes, Chief 
Ms. Linsey Callaghan, Supervising Planner 
Ms. Ronnie Sirota, Principal Planner 
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B.    Call to Order - April 26, 2012 – 6:30 p.m. Public Hearing  
Mr. Jared Rhodes, Chief of the Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program, called the April 26, 
2012 6:30 p.m. public hearing to order at 6:35 p.m.  This meeting was also an official meeting of 
the TAC.  

 
C.  Public Comment Summary - 6:30 p.m. Public Hearing 
1.   Thomas Mann, Executive Director, Pawtucket Foundation (written comments dated April 26, 

2012 and a copy of the Pawtucket Downtown Design Plan also provided) 

 Stated that he represents the Pawtucket Foundation, a non-profit organization that 
represents the businesses sector as an advocate for downtown, riverfront, and 
transportation enhancements in Pawtucket.   

 Voiced confidence in the plans to construct the Pawtucket/Central Falls commuter rail 
station.  Requested the TAC to place a high priority on the development of the 
commuter rail station that would connect businesses and residents with a critical 
transportation nexus.     

 Presented a brief description of the Pawtucket Downtown Design Plan, 2011 which 
recommends over two dozen short and long term projects addressing two-way traffic 
conversions, pedestrian and safety enhancements, bike lanes, and added signage.   
Stated that most of these projects are currently unfunded.  Urged the TAC to put a 
greater emphasis on implementing the projects recommended in the Plan by including 
them in the TIP.  Requested the TAC give particular attention and priority to the 
following two projects that were not recommended for inclusion in the TIP:  
o Division Street / Pleasant Street / Pawtucket Avenue Intersection   
o East Avenue Extension Conversion.  Added that East Avenue connects downtown 

Pawtucket to Providence and would provide a tremendous benefit including 
mileage reduction for RIPTA buses that run frequently along this route.   

 
2. Eugenia Marks, Sr. Director Audubon Society of RI and representing Coalition for 

Transportation Choices (written comments dated April 26, 2012 also provided) 

 Thanked the staff and the TAC for their time and hard work that went into preparing the 
draft TIP.   

 Stated that she believes the draft TIP represents a fairly balanced support to alternative 
modes of transportation despite the large percentage dedicated to funding highways.   

 Promoted the health and economic benefits of using alternative modes of 
transportation.  Cited the recent study from Massachusetts “A Healthy T for a Healthy 
Region,” published by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council on March 14, 2012, that 
describes the benefits of walking when using public transportation.   

 Stated that she is pleased to see bicycle path connections for both residents and tourists 
as bike riding is not only for recreation but is also a form of transportation.   

 Expressed support for the projects that improve transit connections through the 
Blackstone Valley into the Boston area which would also help the Rhode Island 
economy.   

 Requested that the TAC pay particular attention to the needs of pedestrians, cyclists, 
and transit users in the larger context of the economy and public health when reviewing 
future TIP amendments.    
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  3.   Lorri Caruso, Town engineer, Town of Johnston 
 Thanked everyone involved in creating the draft TIP. 

 Stated that the Town of Johnston recommended against a couple of RIDOT projects that 
were included in the TIP’s Traffic Safety program including: 
o Hazard Elimination – North (C-3) PTS ID#0071R at Hartford and Bishop Hill.  Stated 

that the Town does not see the need or benefit for a crossing in this location as 
there are no sidewalks or buildings along this stretch of highway. 

o Hazard Elimination – North (C-3) PTS ID#0071R at Hartford Avenue and Hopkins.  
Stated that this location also has very little use or benefit for a crossing.  

 Stated that the Town in retrospect would like to see the Atwood Avenue project, Route 
6A listed in the TIP.  Acknowledged that the Town did not recommend it for 
reprioritization however would like to see it back on the TIP.    
 

   4.  Grant Dulgarian, public citizen, Providence resident 
 Stated that the quality of the TIP is extraordinary in that it is very clear and easy to 

understand.  Commends everyone involved in the preparation. 

 Provided various comments on the TIP by listing them according to the specific page 
reference: 
o Page 7 – Last bullet, would like to see traffic signal elimination added to the funded 

essentials.  Also would like to see reference of implementing maintenance free 
landscaping. 

o Page 8 – Glad to see advocating against issuing new bonds which he believes is no 
longer feasible.   

o Page 8 – Supports longer term motor vehicle licenses instead of the current 5-year 
term.  The option to renew licenses by mail should also be provided by the DMV.   

o Page 8 – Supports the consideration of tolls at the northern entrance of I-95 where 
the investments are being made.   

o Page 30 – Questioned if tolls were added to the Sakonnet River Bridge would Rhode 
Island still be able to receive federal funds to support the bridge.  

o Page 45 – Table 10.  Requested that the municipalities for the listed projects be 
added to the table, specifically for Improvements to Hope Street.  Would like to 
know what town that project is located.   

o Page 50 – Stated that there should be added reference for the preservation of 
abandoned railway corridors especially where bike paths are to be built, as we do 
not want to lose the rail corridor.  Also suggested that reference should be added 
regarding the control of outdoor advertising and billboards, especially along the 
national highway system. 

o Page 57 – Planning section, stated that he would like to see a list of locations where 
traffic signals have been synchronized.    

o Page 65 – Transit Service Initiatives.  Stated that he believes RIPTA’s increased 
service to Miriam Hospital will fail when there is an abundance of free parking 
provided by the hospital.    

o TIP Page 3 –Kingston Road Bridge No. 403, over I-95 in Richmond.  Questioned if this 
should be categorized under the Interstate program instead of the Bridge program.    

o TIP Page 7 – Interstate Program, Traffic Management Center line item, suggested 
that the Traffic Management Center install variable message signs displaying 
estimated travel times just before major highway entrance ramps instead of on the 



F Y  2 0 1 3  –  2 0 1 6  T I P                                                                                               P u b l i c  H ea r in g  R ep o r t                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Ju ly  1 2 ,  2 0 1 2      20 | P a g e  

 

highways to assist drivers make proactive decisions to utilize alternative routes as a 
means to reduce added traffic congestion on the highway.  Also requested the 
current number of large variable message signs in Rhode Island.       

o TIP Page 7 – Major Projects, I-195 Relocation – Providence Pedestrian Bridge.  
Questioned if an economic development analysis indicated that construction of this 
bridge makes sense.  Referenced a RISD design studio that offered recommended 
land uses and bridge connection options including aligning the bridge along 
Dorrance Street and Wickenden Street. 

o TIP Appendix B-1 – Enhancement Program, Station Park Enhancements, Providence.  
Questioned where the $5 million was coming from for improvements at the 
Providence Rail Station that was referenced in a recent Providence Journal article. 

o TIP Appendix B-1 – Enhancement Program, India Point Power Lines.  Asked if the 
burial of the India Point power lines was going to occur.  Stated that he thought the 
funding was already identified.    

o TIP Appendix C-1 – ADA Highway Projects, Sidewalks, South Main Street.  Suggested 
that the line item indicate North/ South Main Street, rather than just South Main 
Street.   

o TIP Appendix D-2 – Study and Development Projects, Roger Williams Avenue. 
Suggested that it seems appropriate to revisit the proposed project.   

o TIP Appendix E-3, Providence, Allens Avenue.  Asked to be provided with additional 
information on the project.    

o TIP Appendix F-2, Route 1 (Post Road) Coronado to Route 1A.  Questioned the limits 
of the project, north or south on Post Road.   
 

D.   Public Hearing Conclusion 
Mr. Rhodes asked if there were any other comments.  There were no further comments 
therefore Mr. Rhodes turned the public hearing back to Ms. Shocket, TAC chair who formally 
adjourned the Public Hearing. 
 
Following the Public Hearing, the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) resumed its meeting.  
The TAC discussed the proposed draft FY 2013 – 2016 TIP.   
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VI.  Written Comments Attached as Received  
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Appendix A.   Public Comment Period Notice 
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