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The Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program is established by Chapter 42-11-10 of the Rhode Island General Laws 
as the central planning agency for state government.  The work of the Program is guided by the State Planning 
Council, comprised of state, local, and public representatives and federal advisors.  The Council also serves as the 
single statewide Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Rhode Island.  The staff component of the Program 
resides within the Department of Administration. 

The objectives of the Program are to plan for the physical, economic, and social development of the state; to 
coordinate the activities of government agencies and private individuals and groups within this framework of plans 
and programs; and to provide planning assistance to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the agencies of 
state government.  The Program prepares and maintains the State Guide Plan as the principal means of 
accomplishing these objectives.  The State Guide Plan is comprised of a series of functional elements that deal with 
physical development, environmental concerns, the economy, and human services.  This Plan, The Rhode Island 
State Rail Plan, constitutes one of the State Guide Plan’s functional elements.  

Program activities are supported by state and federal appropriations.  Funding for the production of this State Rail 
Plan was provided through appropriations from the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 
Administration, matched with state funds provided by the Rhode Island Department of Transportation.  This 
publication is based upon publicly supported research and may not be copyrighted.  It may be reprinted, in part or 
in full, with proper attribution of the source. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In conformance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, all publications of the Statewide Planning 
Program can be made available in electronic format.  For information on obtaining this document 
in alternate format contact the Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program, One Capitol Hill, 
Providence, RI 02908 (401.222.7901 voice) (401.222.2627 tdd).  

RHODE ISLAND STATEWIDE PLANNING PROGRAM 

ADA 

http://www.planning.ri.gov/spp/
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE42/42-11/42-11-10.HTM
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/statutes/
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/statutes/
http://www.planning.ri.gov/spc/spchome.htm
http://www.planning.ri.gov/spc/spchome.htm
http://www.admin.ri.gov/
http://www.planning.ri.gov/sgp/sgp.htm
http://www.planning.ri.gov/sgp/sgp.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/
http://www.fta.dot.gov/
http://www.fta.dot.gov/
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The Statewide Planning Program, Division of Planning, Rhode Island Department of Administration 
hereby gives public notice that it is the policy of the Program to ensure full compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 Executive Order 12898 on 
Environmental Justice, and related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. Title VI 
requires that no person in the United States of America shall, on the grounds of race, color, sex, or 
national origin be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise 
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which the Statewide Planning Program 
receives federal financial assistance.  
 
Any person who believes he or she has been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice under 
Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint with the Statewide Planning Program.  Any such complaint 
must be in writing and filed with the Statewide Planning Title VI Coordinator within one hundred eighty 
(180) days following the date of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. Title VI Discrimination Complaint 
Forms may be obtained from the RI Statewide Planning Program at no cost to the complaintant by 
calling Michael C. Moan, the Title VI Coordinator at (401) 222-1236 or at 
www.planning.ri.gov/transportation/default.htm 

TITLE VI – NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY & UNLAWFUL COMPLAINT PROCESS 
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TITLE: Rhode Island State Rail Plan: State Guide Plan Element 661 

SUBJECT: Statewide, Passenger and Freight Rail Transportation plan 

DATE: December 19, 2013 

AGENCY: Rhode Island Department of Administration, Division of Planning, Statewide Planning Program 

COPIES: One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 

ABSTRACT: This plan addresses Rhode Island’s passenger and freight rail transportation needs over the 
next twenty years.  This plan is based on public participation, as well as state and federal agency 
collaboration.  The Plan has been prepared to ensure compliance with the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008 (PRIIA) and the federal transportation authorization, Moving Ahead for 
Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21).  

ABSTRACT 
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The Rhode Island State Rail Plan contains goals, objectives, policies and implementation actions for Rhode Island’s 
passenger and freight rail transportation system over the next twenty years. 

This Plan was prepared through the efforts of the State Rail Plan Advisory Committee, Transportation Advisory 
Committee, Technical Committee, and State Planning Council whose members are listed on the subsequent pages, 
and staff from the Statewide Planning Program, Department of Transportation, and the Rhode Island Public Transit 
Authority.  

Federal funding support was provided by the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration. 

 

PREFACE 
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• Strengthen America’s highways  
• Establish a performance-based program 
• Create jobs and supports economic growth 
• Support the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) aggressive safety agenda 
• Streamline Federal highway transportation programs 
• Accelerate project delivery and promotes innovation 

MAP-21 sets set out national goals that State’s and MPO’s must support as they craft their intermodal 
transportation programs.  These goal areas include: 

• Safety - Significantly reduce transportation-related fatalities and serious injuries. 
• Infrastructure Condition - Maintain transportation infrastructure in a state of good repair. 
• System Reliability - Improve the efficiency of the transportation system.  
• Congestion Reduction - Significantly reduce congestion on the NHS. 
• Freight Movements & Economic Vitality – Improve national freight network, strengthen rural 

communities ability to access national and international trade markets, and support regional 
economic development. 

• Environmental Sustainability – Enhance the performance of the transportation system while 
protecting and enhancing the natural environment. 

• Reduce Project Delivery Delays - Reduce project costs, promote jobs and the economy, and 
expedite the movement of people and goods by accelerating project completion through 
eliminating delays in the project development and delivery process, including reducing 
regulatory burdens and improving agencies’ work practices 

These goal areas serve as the framework for Rhode Island’s State Rail Plan goals, objectives, policies, and 
implementation actions as well as the evaluation and listing of specific projects.   

By providing information on planned and potential future rail service improvements and expansion and 
their related benefits, this State Rail Plan will not only meet the spirit and requirements of federal 
planning initiatives, but more important, it will set the direction of the state’s rail passenger and freight 
services for the next two decades.   





Chapter  2      

Development of the State Rail Plan  
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