
PART FIVE: RHODE ISLAND HOUSING AVAILABILITY 
 
 

This section presents data on the quantity of housing in Rhode Island, with an 
emphasis on the many varied types of housing available to serve the diverse needs of the 
state’s population.    Federally assisted housing programs such as public housing and 
Section 8 vouchers provide affordable rental housing to more than eighteen hundred low-
income Rhode Islander families.  The state rental subsidy program augments the federal 
programs by providing rental assistance to an additional 575 low-income families.  
Tables published in this section identify the number of affordable rental units – by city 
and town subsidized through federal and state programs  

 
Special needs populations are also recognized.  Tables illustrating the state’s 

efforts to provide community residences for the mentally and developmentally disabled 
have been updated, as have tables providing information on the availability of 
residential/assisted care facilities and nursing homes. 
 

Rhode Island Housing Stock details the total number of housing units, the number 
of owner-occupied units, the number of renter-occupied units, the number of vacant year-
round units, and the number of vacant seasonal units by city and town as of 1980, 1990, 
and 2000. 
 

Rhode Island residential building permit data for both single-family and multi-
family dwellings has been updated and cites the number of permits issued annually from 
1995 to 2002 by city and town.  An accompanying bar graph provides a visual 
representation of the changes in building permit activity over the eight-year period. 
Readers are cautioned that issuance of a building permit is no guarantee of construction; 
it merely constitutes approval to construct. 
 

Mobile home parks provide over 3,500 home-sites throughout the state.  An 
updated table identifies the number of parks and home-sites by community. 
 

A new table titled Housing Market Demand illustrates the relationship between 
housing units and vacancies within each community as of 1990 and 2000.   The net result 
of building activity and demolitions over the past decade has increased the supply of 
housing units by 6.1 percent.  The vacancy rate for that same ten-year period decreased 
from 5.9 percent in 1990 to 2.9 percent in 2000, indicating the supply of new housing has 
not kept pace with demand.   
 
 
 
 



RHODE ISLAND HOUSING STOCK
TOTAL HOUSING UNITS

1980 - 2000

1980-2000
Numeric Percentage

City/Town 1980 1990 2000 Change Change
Barrington 5,399 5,822 6,199 800 14.8 %
Bristol 6,823 7,959 8,705 1,882 27.6
Burrillville 4,602 5,751 5,821 1,219 26.5
Central Falls 7,446 7,337 7,270 -176 -2.4
Charlestown 3,064 4,256 4,797 1,733 56.6
Coventry 9,492 11,788 13,059 3,567 37.6
Cranston 27,280 30,516 32,068 4,788 17.6
Cumberland 9,152 11,217 12,572 3,420 37.4
East Greenwich 3,615 4,663 5,226 1,611 44.6
East Providence 19,402 20,808 21,309 1,907 9.8
Exeter 1,390 1,919 2,196 806 58.0
Foster 1,132 1,525 1,578 446 39.4
Glocester 2,829 3,460 3,786 957 33.8
Hopkinton 2,264 2,662 3,112 848 37.5
Jamestown 2,052 2,517 2,769 717 34.9
Johnston 8,758 10,384 11,574 2,816 32.2
Lincoln 6,348 7,281 8,508 2,160 34.0
Little Compton 1,694 1,850 2,103 409 24.1
Middletown 6,483 7,104 7,603 1,120 17.3
Narragansett 6,587 8,206 9,159 2,572 39.0
Newport 11,886 13,094 13,226 1,340 11.3
New Shoreham 1,009 1,264 1,606 597 59.2
North Kingstown 8,813 9,348 10,743 1,930 21.9
North Providence 11,343 14,134 14,867 3,524 31.1
North Smithfield 3,526 3,835 4,070 544 15.4
Pawtucket 29,768 31,615 31,819 2,051 6.9
Portsmouth 5,773 7,235 7,386 1,613 27.9
Providence 67,535 66,794 67,915 380 0.6
Richmond 1,384 1,874 2,620 1,236 89.3
Scituate 2,897 3,520 3,904 1,007 34.8
Smithfield 5,117 6,308 7,396 2,279 44.5
South Kingstown 8,138 9,806 11,291 3,153 38.7
Tiverton 5,010 5,675 6,474 1,464 29.2
Warren 4,151 4,786 4,977 826 19.9
Warwick 32,450 35,141 37,085 4,635 14.3
Westerly 8,250 10,521 11,292 3,042 36.9
West Greenwich 1,008 1,370 1,809 801 79.5
West Warwick 10,448 12,488 13,186 2,738 26.2
Woonsocket 18,354 18,739 18,757 403 2.2
STATE TOTAL 372,672 414,572 439,837 67,165 18.0 %
Source: U.S. Census Bureau HOUSING STOCK 1980-2000



RHODE ISLAND HOUSING STOCK
OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS

1980 - 2000

1980-2000
Numeric Percentage

City/Town 1980 1990 2000 Change Change
Barrington 4,615 4,995 5,311 696 15.1 %
Bristol 4,106 4,863 5,490 1,384 33.7
Burrillville 2,976 4,050 4,271 1,295 43.5
Central Falls 1,648 1,575 1,460 -188 -11.4
Charlestown 1,300 1,880 2,663 1,363 104.8
Coventry 7,127 8,989 10,240 3,113 43.7
Cranston 16,598 19,477 20,703 4,105 24.7
Cumberland 6,672 8,129 9,360 2,688 40.3
East Greenwich 2,619 3,293 3,739 1,120 42.8
East Providence 11,630 12,039 12,096 466 4.0
Exeter 970 1,489 1,769 799 82.4
Foster 920 1,278 1,352 432 47.0
Glocester 2,110 2,729 3,078 968 45.9
Hopkinton 1,662 1,933 2,386 724 43.6
Jamestown 1,209 1,530 1,863 654 54.1
Johnston 6,235 7,348 7,999 1,764 28.3
Lincoln 3,926 4,541 5,453 1,527 38.9
Little Compton 903 1,030 1,189 286 31.7
Middletown 2,820 3,272 3,944 1,124 39.9
Narragansett 2,548 3,382 4,237 1,689 66.3
Newport 4,652 4,657 4,843 191 4.1
New Shoreham 197 232 320 123 62.4
North Kingstown 5,242 6,161 7,555 2,313 44.1
North Providence 6,797 7,864 8,650 1,853 27.3
North Smithfield 2,642 3,013 3,131 489 18.5
Pawtucket 13,103 13,619 13,331 228 1.7
Portsmouth 3,443 4,552 4,995 1,552 45.1
Providence 22,189 21,296 21,588 -601 -2.7
Richmond 1,002 1,602 2,296 1,294 129.1
Scituate 2,354 2,945 3,259 905 38.4
Smithfield 3,882 4,936 5,639 1,757 45.3
South Kingstown 4,117 5,189 6,944 2,827 68.7
Tiverton 3,770 4,375 4,854 1,084 28.8
Warren 2,176 2,656 2,765 589 27.1
Warwick 23,233 24,881 25,805 2,572 11.1
Westerly 4,255 5,214 5,994 1,739 40.9
West Greenwich 736 1,112 1,574 838 113.9
West Warwick 5,386 6,434 6,796 1,410 26.2
Woonsocket 6,237 6,232 6,214 -23 -0.4
STATE TOTAL 198,007 224,792 245,156 47,149 23.8 %
Source: U.S. Census Bureau OWNER OCCUPIED 1980-2000
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