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RI Complete Streets Plan

We’ve all had the experience of walking on a street
with a too narrow (or no) sidewalk while cars whiz
by at high speeds, and feeling en�rely unwelcome
and unsafe. Some people in Rhode Island have to
endure that experience regularly, while others
spend �me in traffic to drop off their child at a
school down the street because they their kid will
be hit by a car. A new state plan aims to change
those experiences.

Work is now underway to create a Complete Streets
Plan for Rhode Island. Many streets throughout our
state were designed to accommodate automobiles safely and efficiently, but le* out
other modes of travel. The result of this one-mode design is o*en an unsafe and
inhospitable street for transit riders, pedestrians, cyclists, and other non-car users. This
plan will guide our state and municipali�es in re-designing streets to be “complete,”
meaning that they are safe and accommoda�ng of all users of the transporta�on
system. The Complete Streets design model is a powerful tool to help reduce fatali�es
and serious injuries, while crea�ng more sustainable and equitable streets through the
addition of sidewalks, bike lanes (or wide paved shoulders), comfortable and accessible
public transporta�on stops, frequent and safe crosswalks, median islands, accessible
pedestrian signals, curb extensions, narrower travel lanes, roundabouts, and more. 

The plan will examine the barriers that exist in Rhode Island to implemen�ng Complete
Streets, as well as outlining policies and strategies to overcome them. Liza Farr,
Supervising Planner, says, "The Division of Statewide Planning is working with Toole
Design Group to lead the crea�on of the plan, which will include a complete streets
policy and approach, a set of design guidelines for different street typologies, and
implementa�on guidance for the state and municipali�es." The design guidelines will
include cross sections, typical design details, sketches, and drawings.

The process is being led by an inter-agency working group, with input from
stakeholders and community engagement. The planning process will take around
eighteen months, wrapping up in summer 2025. Funding is provided through the
U.S.DOT's Metropolitan Planning funds under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

Please reach out to Liza Farr at liza.farr@doa.ri.gov if you would like to engage with this

http://www.planning.ri.gov/
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/what-are-complete-streets/


plan, and keep an eye on the RIDSP website for project updates.

Foster Comprehensive Plan Approved

Foster joins the ranks of Rhode Island communi�es
that now have an approved community
comprehensive plan!

Foster Town Planner Grant McGregor and Planning
Board member Susan Joyce (in the center of the
photo, le*) recently appeared before the RI State
Planning Council to receive a cer�ficate acknowledging
this milestone. The plan took several years of in-house

work (plus a pandemic), but the Town crossed the finish line, receiving approval from
the RI Division of Statewide Planning in January. Congratula�ons to Foster on their
hard work and dedication!

The Foster Comprehensive Plan can be viewed on the Statewide Planning website:
www.planning.ri.gov. ​

Planners' Roundtable Discussion- Today!

The next Planners' Roundtable discussion will be held on
Friday, March 1 at 2:30PM  at The Foundry, 235
Promenade St., Providence, Room 300. There will be a
presenta�on from the Office of Energy Resources on
integrated grid planning and we will con�nue discussing
planners' experiences with implementation of 2023 legislation.

Park in The Foundry visitors’ lot on Promenade Street: the lot entrance is just west of
Holden Street on Promenade. Take the elevator to the third floor and look for signs for
Room 300. If you cannot attend in person, you can also join via Zoom.

Planning Tool: Climate Mapping

Climate Mapping for Resilience and Adapta�on (CMRA) is an interac�ve geospa�al
website to help federal, state, local and tribal governments learn about climate hazards
impac�ng their communi�es. The mapper, which is part of the U.S. Climate Resilience
Toolkit, can help planners understand current and future exposure and link past and
future exposures together.

The mapper allows users to customize risk analysis to see the risks a loca�on faces.
Risks include extreme heat, drought, flooding, coastal inundation and wildfire.

The portal also includes a real-�me dashboard with interac�ve maps showing where
common climate-related hazards occur today, links to federal funding opportuni�es
related to each hazard, and climate and non-climate data for building local resilience
plans.

https://planning.ri.gov/planning-areas/transportation-0
https://planning.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur826/files/2024-01/Foster Final Copy Comp Plan.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87311246439
https://resilience.climate.gov/
https://toolkit.climate.gov/


Upcoming Statewide Planning Meetings

​Technical Committee/Planners' Roundtable
March 1 - 2:30PM

235 Promenade St., Providence

State Planning Council
March 14 - 9AM

Room 2A, 1 Capitol Hill, Providence

Water Resources Board
March 20 - 9 AM

Room 2A, 1 Capitol Hill, Providence

RIGIS Executive Committee
March 21 -2PM

William Hall Library- Auditorium
1825 Broad St., Cranston

Transportation Advisory Committee
March 28 - 5:30PM

Rm 300, 235 Promenade St. Providence

All meetings are open to the public.

PHOTO TRIVIA

Do you know where in Rhode Island you
can find this building?

See the answer at the bottom of the
newsletter!

https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2610&MeetingID=989992
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2610&MeetingID=989992
http://www.wrb.ri.gov/
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=3142
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2609&MeetingID=990771


Events

Events may be held in person, virtually, or in a hybrid format.

March 5 E-Scooter and Micro mobility Safety, Part I: Research, Tools and Guidance.
Hear about research on e-scooter safety, tools and resources that communi�es can use
to develop their own programs, and Federal funding opportunities. Time: 1PM. Free.

March 5 How Pre-Approved Building Plans Can Unlock Housing Poten8al in Your
Community. Learn how pre-approved building plans can make it fast and easy for
ci�zen developers to build more housing in your town, case studies, and best prac�ces.
Time: 1PM. Free.

March 6 Accelera8ng Climate Resilience Webinar: Equitable Engagement with
Community Liaisons. This webinar will explore how ci�es are using community-led
planning to broaden and deepen engagement; hear about projects that lead with
equitable engagement. Time: 12PM-1PM. Free.

March 6 Meaningful Public Involvement in Transporta8on Decision-making. U.S. DOT
public involvement experts will provide an overview of key public involvement
concepts, approaches, and strategies. Time: 12PM-3PM. Free. Register by COB on
March 1.

March 8 Emerging Prac8ces for Local Approval of EV Charging Sta8ons. This session
will discuss planning, zoning, and permiKng for EV charging — the challenges and
lessons learned. Time: 1PM-2:30PM. Free. 1.5 CM SR.

March 9 Rhode Island Land & Water Conserva8on Summit. Learn strategies to
conserve landscapes and waterways, environmental challenges, and opportuni�es for
collabora�on. Loca�on: URI Memorial Union, Kingston. Time: 8:30AM-5PM. Fee: $80-
$100 (or pay what you can).

March 12 Regional DOT Leadership on Transporta8on Goals for New England. EBC
Transporta�on Infrastructure webinar with briefings from New England transporta�on
agency leaders about initiatives and priorities. Time: 9AM-12PM. Fee: $30-$150.

March 13 Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Program: Implementa8on Grants.
General overview of the SS4A program and the grant applica�on process, with a
particular focus on applying for Implementation Grants. Time: 1:30PM. Free.

March 14 Assessing Cool Corridor Heat Resilience Strategies for Human-Scale
Transportation. Heat is the top weather-related killer in the U.S. Hear concepts for
planning and heat resilience, including mi�ga�on and management strategies. Time:
1PM. Free. 1 CM.

March 14 Cultural Landscape Training Framework. Webinar will provide an overview
on how outdoor professionals can embrace mul�ple perspec�ves of the Indigenous
landscapes they work on. Time: 1PM. Free. 1 CM.

March 14 Rhode Island Compost Conference. Learn about compos�ng, hear about
solu�ons, and aSend workshops on compos�ng, food waste, and sustainability. Time:
9AM. Location: Rhode Island College. Fee: $20-$40.

March 15 Climate Adapta8on at the Regional Scale: From Planning to
Implementation. Speakers will explore the benefits and challenges of bringing

https://unc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hxQi9trSSHCbjyJe8tHQCA?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://www.strongtowns.org/eventspage/webinar-how-pre-approved-building-plans-can-unlock-housing-potential-in-your-city
https://www.mapc.org/planning101/event/accelerating-climate-resilience-webinar-equitable-engagement-with-community-liaisons/?instance_id=2245
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=WyTNxPBElUOhqjhI0lj3iy6uqqMVN5JMv2fRLHeD_K1UOVJDWlBJMDZTOElSS0JJSDZJU0hPTzkxUC4u
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BmcJ-f5jSqGt1Fi3Y_WG8g#/registration
https://rilandtrusts.org/summit/registration/
https://ebcne.org/event/regional-dot-leadership-on-transportation-goals-for-new-england-ebc-3rd-annual-transportation-infrastructure-leadership-webinar/
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_1RFY5mSMSxSElyV22oabrQ#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LOyI7wABTjefmKEqGzpoqA#/registration
https://www.americantrails.org/training/cultural-landscape-training-framework#eventDetails
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=72a9843c-7ce0-4612-a935-8345ffd73e91&envId=p-EPUywNrf-kqWkmJxoJEY_g&zone=usa
https://climateadaptationforum.org/event/climate-adaptation-at-the-regional-scale-from-planning-to-implementation/


communi�es together at the watershed, coastal, and other regional scales in order to
move from planning through to action. Time: 9:30AM-12:30PM. Fee: $15-$45.

March 15 Genera8ve AI Strategies. Learn the risks and benefits of this technology,
emerging applica�ons, and how to apply the technology in a planning context.
Par�cularly in small rural municipali�es, it can beSer serve communi�es. Time: 1PM-
2:30PM. Free. 1.5 CM

March 18-19 Climate Change and Human Migra8on: An Earth Systems Science
Perspective. Workshop on impacts of catastrophic events on people and infrastructure
and how climate change may affect migration. Time: 10AM. Free.

March 19 The Drive for Dollars: How Fiscal Poli8cs Shaped Urban Freeways and
Transformed American Ci8es. Hear Brian Taylor, Director of the UCLA Ins�tute of
Transporta�on Studies, discuss his book on a topic that s�ll shapes our ci�es. Time:
3PM. Free.

March 21 Human Transit: How Clearer Thinking about Public Transit Can Enrich Our
Communities and Our Lives. Hear about the role of “demand response” services, when
to redesign a network, and claims that transit will soon be obsolete. Time: 1PM. Free.
1.5 CM.

March 28 Planning on Tap: Art & Culture Master Plans. Learn about the purpose of
arts and culture master plans, hear about community examples, and learn about the
process and components. Time: 4PM. Free. 1 CM.

March 29 Dealing with Uncertain8es in Water-Sensi8ve Design and Planning. Hear
major challenges of taking a long-term perspec�ve on water, assuming that clima�c
conditions will drastically change in the future. Time: 12PM. Free. 1 CM Sustainability.

Grants & Deadlines

March 1 USDA Natural Resources Conserva8on Service Regional Conserva8on
Partnership Program is a partner-driven approach to conserva�on that funds solu�ons
to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 

March 4 Choice Neighborhoods Implementa8on Grants support the implementa�on
of comprehensive neighborhood revitaliza�on plans that are expected to achieve the
following three core goals: housing, people and neighborhoods.

March 5 Historic Preserva8on Fund Semiquincentennial Grants will support the
physical preserva�on of a broad variety of cultural resources associated with the
founding of America in commemora�on of the country's semiquincentennial (250th
anniversary). 

March 6 AARP Community Challenge Grants fund quick-ac�on projects that can help
communi�es become more livable for people of all ages, with awards from $500 to
$50,000.

March 15 RIHPHC Certified Local Government (CLG) Grants support projects within the
following ac�vity categories: Iden�fica�on/Evalua�on of Historic Resources, Planning,
Resource-Specific, Public Education, and Statewide Projects. 

March 15 Rhode Island Founda8on Community Grants provide grants up to $10,000
for community-making efforts that make un important things happen at the

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CWZCAfTaSiS1pbHhDWi7oA#/registration
https://events.nationalacademies.org/41814_03-2024_workshop-on-climate-change-and-human-migration-an-earth-systems-science-perspective?utm_source=Division+on+Earth+and+Life+Studies&utm_campaign=c5c66eed6e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_08_21_12_33_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-b68c9e7dbf-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=c5c66eed6e&mc_eid=132a11628d
https://tomnet-utc.engineering.asu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2024/01/Brian_Taylor_TransportationSemWebinar_20240319.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_am-kpmmzS-ywSB-Hfc7YTA?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAocumvrjgqEtw16nITdIukuBCpB3uG7JH6#/registration
https://osu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B2pHJAyTTMOKC6TAgDUn4w#/registration
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/rcpp-regional-conservation-partnership-program/rhode-island/regional
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/350107
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/351517
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/info-2024/2024-challenge.html?CMP=EMC-DSM-NLC-OTH-LC-1771001-195203-7924574-NA-01102024-LivableCommunities-F1-2024challenge-BTN-ALL-Community-&encparam=zv6ocrSpj7FK2WoS6X6k2l0TB1z6DOCPGqovKlugcuc%3d
https://preservation.ri.gov/preserve-protect/financial-assistance/grants/clg-grants/2024-clg-grants-round
https://rifoundation.org/grant/community-grants


intersection of people and places.

March 15 USDA Natural Resources Conserva8on Service Organic Transi8on
Assistance for Rhode Island farmers. 

March 19 U.S. DOT's Bridge Investment Program is a compe��ve, discre�onary
program that focuses on exis�ng bridges to reduce the overall number of bridges in
poor condition, or in fair condition at risk of falling into poor condition. 

March 19 Paul Bruhn Historic Revitaliza8on Subgrant Program for proper�es listed in
-or determined eligible for lis�ng- the Na�onal Register of Historic Places located in
rural areas.

April 1 Rural Innova8on Stronger Economy Grant Program offers grant assistance to
create/augment high-wage jobs, accelerate the forma�on of new businesses, support
industry clusters, and maximize local assets in eligible low-income rural areas.

Articles of Interest

Rhode Island's housing crisis: how did we get here?

RI to build 'missing ramps' from I-95 north to Route 4 south

A rough winter has South County’s coastline on the ropes in the fight
against erosion

Learning from the past: the Providence Metropolitan Parks
Commission

Newport’s housing woes put strain on municipal workers

Officials say outdoor dining policy benefits customers, businesses

Nature may provide the best shoreline protection

It’s time for planners to be proactive about
church property transitions

RI Statewide Pla ​nning Staff

Click here for staff contact information.

Photo Trivia Answer

BURRILLVILLE
Stillwater Mill clocktower (1904)

RI Division of Statewide Planning | The Foundry, 235 Promenade Street, Suite 230, Providence,

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/rhode-island/news/usda-encourages-rhode-island-farmers-to
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bip/index.cfm
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/351899
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-innovation-stronger-economy-rise-grants
https://www.providencejournal.com/story/news/local/2024/02/07/rhode-island-is-in-a-housing-crisis-it-took-decades-to-get-here/72097387007/
https://www.providencejournal.com/story/news/traffic/2024/01/24/ri-will-use-81m-federal-grant-to-build-missing-ramps-from-i-95-to-rt-4/72341221007/
https://www.independentri.com/news/article_bf4e1c38-bb47-11ee-83da-37089a8cc2f7.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/d14f1a37601/da77cc74-2b46-4214-967b-0923b5049713.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d14f1a37601/da77cc74-2b46-4214-967b-0923b5049713.pdf
https://thepublicsradio.org/newport-bureau/newports-housing-woes-put-strain-on-municipal-workers/
https://www.independentri.com/news/article_0281b024-cbb4-11ee-b1a7-1fdb41b0daa1.html
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/15/1227741074/nature-shoreline-protection-hurricane-season
https://nextcity.org/features/its-time-for-city-planners-to-be-proactive-about-church-property-transition?utm_source=Next+City+Newsletter&utm_campaign=b172f60214-DailyNL_2024_02_21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fcee5bf7a0-b172f60214-44357696
https://nextcity.org/features/its-time-for-city-planners-to-be-proactive-about-church-property-transition?utm_source=Next+City+Newsletter&utm_campaign=b172f60214-DailyNL_2024_02_21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fcee5bf7a0-b172f60214-44357696
https://planning.ri.gov/staff-committees/staff-listing
https://www.burrillville.org/redevelopment-agency/pages/clocktower-building-and-stillwater-mill-complex
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